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dary scene of one of Buddha's most meritorious acts of alms-
giving, when he bestowed bis head in charity.   The origin of
this legend I think may be certainly traced to the name, which
as Takshasila means simply the ''cut rock;" but with a slight
alteration, as Taksha-sird means the "severed head.1'   "Aut ex
n nometi, aut ex vocabulo fabula* either the name sprang from
the legend, or the legend was invented to account for the name.**
In this case we may be almost certain that the latter was the
process, as the Greeks have preserved the spelling of the
original name before Buddhism had covered the land with its
endless legends of Sakya's meritorious acts in previous births.
It is nowhere stated to whom Buddha presented his head, but
I believe that it was offered to the hungry tiger whose seven
cubs were &ved from starvation by a similar offering of his
blood.*   I am led to this belief by the fact that the land imme-
diately to the north of the ruined city is still called Bator Kk&na,
or the "Tiger's House" a name which is as old as the time of
Mahinud, as Abu Bihin speaks of Bdbwk&n as being halfway
between ^the Indus and the Jhelum/ a description which is
equally applicable to the BabarkMna of the ancient Taxila.
The name is a Turky one, and is, therefore, probably as old as
the time of Kanishka.   From the continued existence of this
name, I infer that, in the immediate neighbourhood of the great
stupa of the "head-gift/1 there was most probably a temple
enshrining a group in which Buddha was represented offering
his* head to the tiger.   This temple the Turks would naturally
have called the Babar-Kh$na or "Tigers-house;" and as Taxila
itself decayed, the name of the temple would gradually have
superseded that of the city.   The remembrance of this parti-
cular act of the Buddha's extreme charity is, I believe, preserved
in the name of Mdrgala> or the "beheaded/' which is applied

1.   Pomponius Mela, iii. 7.
2.   Sun-yun mentions that the head was offered "for the sake of a
man ;" that is, Buddha offered his own life to save that of another man.
(Seal's translation, p. 200).
3.   Reinand's 'Fragments Arabes, etc./ p. 116,